April 1, 2009

Dear NAYEP Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to another exciting summer with the Native American Youth Enrichment Program! As NAYEP enters its twentieth year operating as the only summer enrichment program for Native American youth in Boston, we’d like to introduce ourselves as this year’s Co-Directors for NAYEP 2009!

Introductions

Michelle Kellaway is a current junior at Harvard University, and this will be her third year with NAYEP. She has previously worked as an Oldest Girl’s Senior counselor (2007), summer director (2008), and this year is founder, director, and mentor for the new NAYEP Big Sibling/Little Sibling program. She is working towards a degree in Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality, and brings experience in teaching, mentoring, grassroots organizing, and Native American community outreach, research, and service development. 

Ross Bloom is a current junior at Harvard University, and has spent his entire time at Harvard working with immigrant and ESL communities for Phillips Brooks House. Previously, he has worked as a tutor, mentor, and director for the Boston Refugee Youth Enrichment Program, has tutored for Chinatown ESL, and is a mentor for the new NAYEP Big Sibling program. While this will be his first year with NAYEP Summer, he brings a great deal of knowledge from his work in Native American history as a History major at Harvard. He is very excited to join the NAYEP team this year!

Changes to NAYEP 2009

We are writing with the important news that there will be several significant changes to NAYEP this year, due to the Harvard calendar change and to financial constraints. 

(1) NAYEP will now be running for 6 weeks (previously, it had been 7), between Monday, June 29th and Thursday, August 6th. Please plan accordingly!

 (2) We are no longer able to take the entire camp on long-distance Final Trips. Instead, only graduating campers (i.e. campers who are too old to attend camp the following year) will attend a final trip to Washington, DC the week after camp ends (i.e. the week of August 10th). They will be joined by graduating campers from Phillips Brooks House Associations’ 11 other Summer Urban Programs. We will be in individual contact with the parents of those campers.

 (3) Because we have been forced to cut the length of camp, we have decided to extend Fridays to a full day. This ensures that, despite the shorter week-length, your child will still be in camp almost the same amount of hours as last year. 

We apologize for any inconvenience that these changes may cause, and welcome you to voice any questions or concerns by contacting the directors by phone or email.

As always, we have a variety of activities and fieldtrips lined up as well as a dynamic, highly qualified staff of counselors. Because of these recent changes, we are also focusing on making our current field trip and workshop schedule more academically and culturally enriching, as well as enhancing the Final Show. We are proud to say that we think NAYEP 2009 will be a very memorable summer!

Application(s) Enclosed

Enclosed in this mailing is a registration packet. All materials in the packet will need to be completed before we may confirm your child’s placement into our program. A separate registration packet must be completed for each camper.

 Please note that it is very important to obtain an original physician’s signature on a copy of your child’s immunization record. Also, this year we cannot guarantee door-to-door transportation to every family, so please by sure to fill out the Transportation Appeal. We will be making a greater effort to group families by busstop to reduce the time spent on travel in the mornings and afternoons. And, finally, please note that this year we have included, once more, our optional “Parent Interest” form. In hopes of getting parents and families more involved in NAYEP this year, we encourage you to let us know of any special skills or interests that you would like to contribute to the program this summer. 

Priority placement into our program will be considered for all completed applications postmarked by Friday, May 1st. Applications submitted after this date will be considered on a first-come, first-serve basis until we have reached our capacity of 40 campers. 

We hope to get to know you better in the coming months and would be more than happy to meet with you in person or speak with you over the phone to address any questions and concerns. You may also e-mail us at michelle.kellaway@gmail.com and bloom2@fas.harvard.edu. 

All the best,


Michelle Kellaway




     Ross Bloom


Co-Director, NAYEP 2008
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